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WHAT THE FRANK MOORE FOR
PRESIDENT CAMPAIGN DID …

ne of  the significant achievements of  the Frank Moore for
President campaign was to research and catalog the requirements
for qualifying as a write-in candidate for President in each of  the 50

states.  See http://writein2008.blogspot.com/  This proved to be a long and
sometimes challenging task, and in the process the campaign not only forced
several states’ elections divisions to clarify and refine their procedures, but in
some cases, challenged the legality of  elections procedures, and in other cases
both challenged and changed those procedures both before and after the
election.  In states such as Vermont, Rhode Island, New Mexico, Nebraska and
others, the campaign had the effect of  familiarizing elections officers with
their own procedures, which they did not know before the campaign
contacted them. 

In Arkansas, the campaign challenged the Elections Department’s stand that
“Write-in candidates are not allowed in presidential, municipal, or primary
elections.”  With the invaluable help of  Richard Winger of  Ballot Access News,
the campaign talked with Tim Humphries, the legal counsel for the Arkansas
Secretary of  State’s office, pointing out that there is no basis in Arkansas
election code for a prohibition of  write-in candidates for President, and that
in fact the state of  Arkansas had allowed write-in candidates for President in
1972 and 1976.  In the end, this served only as a challenge … Humphries would
not admit that there were significant inconsistencies, and did not even realize
that Arkansas was in a very small minority of  states that do not allow write-in
candidates for President.  An article about this challenge is located here:
http://writein2008.blogspot.com/search/label/Arkansas
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In Pennsylvania, the campaign got an elections official to admit that
Pennsylvania’s system is “archaic and not good”.  He said that there should be
some kind of  pre-certification of  write-in candidates like those that operate
in other states, so that the county and state elections boards are all on the
same page as to who the write-in candidates are, who to count votes for, etc. 
He said that if  PA were to actually follow their own elections code which
states that in order for a write-in vote for president to count, the candidate’s
21 presidential electors must be written in (and not the candidate’s name), it
could be legally challenged, and the challenger would easily win the case. 

In Wyoming, the campaign began correspondence with Kelly Dagostino from
the Wyoming Secretary of  State’s Elections office to find out what a write-in
candidate needed to do in Wyoming.  As we talked back and forth, she began
to realize that what she thought we were asking about was not really it, and
that she actually did not know what the procedure was for a write-in
candidate for President in Wyoming, a candidate outside of  the major parties,
without the money it would take to get enough signatures in the state to get
on the ballot … to simply be a write-in candidate and have his/her votes
counted.  She said, “What does this say about our country, and this
democracy” that she didn’t know how this can work in Wyoming, that they
were not set up for a candidate outside of  the political machines … she should
be the person to know, if  anyone knew.  She said, “But I am going to find out! 
And I’m going to call you!”  In the end, the elections office in Wyoming
refined and clarified their procedure through this correspondence, and it is
noted here: http://writein2008.blogspot.com/search/label/Wyoming

With regard to Utah, it was Richard Winger who alerted us that the
information we were receiving from the Utah Elections Dept. might be
incorrect.  We had ruled out trying to qualify in Utah because we were told by
the Elections Dept., several times over the course of  months, that a write-in
candidate for President had to come to Utah in person and pay $500 in order
to qualify.  With persistence, we were able to get to Mark Thomas in the Office
of  the Lieutenant Governor, who was surprised to learn of  the information we
had been getting from their Elections Office.  He would have to make sure that
they knew the correct process.  Filing for write-in candidacy for President was
a much simpler process, only requiring a form and a follow-up questionnaire
by phone.

As the election approached, on October 24th Frank received a rejection letter
from the Elections Division of  the Office of  the Minnesota Secretary of  State. 
His filing for write-in candidacy had been received in early July, but they were
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only now writing to let him know that they had rejected it.  The letter said:
“Your document has been rejected because, for the office of  President and
Vice President, the candidates must be residents of  different states.”  Again,
with the help of  Richard Winger, the campaign challenged this rejection, and
won!  The Minnesota Elections Division consulted their legal counsel, and
had to admit that the rejection was in error, and that Frank would be officially
qualified as a write-in candidate for President in Minnesota.  See:
http://www.ballot-access.org/2008/10/25/minnesota-secretary-of-state-
rejects-presidential-write-in-filing-for-frank-moore/

And http://www.ballot-access.org/2008/10/27/minnesota-now-accepts-
frank-moore-write-in-filing/

Several days after the election, Frank received a call from a woman in Santa
Cruz informing the campaign of  a vote-counting practice by the Santa Cruz
County Clerk which would exclude write-in votes cast for President where the
vice-president’s name was not also written in.  This was not only a change in
the way Santa Cruz county counted write-in votes for President, but went
against the “voter’s intent” legal precedent already set in California and in
most other states.  The campaign consulted Richard Winger, and again
challenged this procedure both with the Santa Cruz County Clerk and with
the California Secretary of  State.  Due to this challenge, and the pressure put
on the Santa Cruz County Clerk’s office by other interested parties, including
supporters of  Ron Paul (who was also one of  the four certified write-in
candidates for President in CA) the Secretary of  State’s office confirmed that
they would continue to count write-in votes for President where only the
name of  the presidential candidate was written in!  See: http://www.ballot-
access.org/2008/11/10/california-will-as-usual-count-write-ins-for-declared-
presidential-candidates-even-if-voter-didnt-vote-for-vice-president/
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